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PLANTS FOR THE 

CRAPIEST OF CRAP 

SOILS

Agave
The grey green fleshy succulents will grow almost 
anywhere... under gums, or on rocky embankments with 
little to no water. Mass planting for a simply stunning 
water free garden. They will throw off pups as they get 
bigger, which you can transplant all over your garden! 

Assorted Bromeliads
Bromeliads are very shallow rooted plants, growing naturally 
in leaf litter and surface mulch... you will be surprised where 
these will grow. Some species will grown in sun, and others 
only in shade. (so check prior to planting). 
Requiring minimal water and minimal soil, maybe you can 
have a garden of Broms? 

Furcrea fotedia
This exotic perennial with large yellow green and white 
leaves is striking and tough. With wonderful architectural 
contrasts in the leaves its dramatic impact will be 
evident. It's large, so give it room to grow at up to 
2-2.5m high 

Succulents  
So popular at the moment, and with sizes and colours 
from every spectrum why wouldn’t they be! Some are 
perennial and some are annuals, so be prepared to 
split and divide to achieve the best results. In either the 
ground or in pots is fine... they are the ultimate low 
maintenance plant. 

Flowering Aloes
The toughest flowering plants for your garden, there 
are many species, with striking warm coloured flowers 
in the winter and spring months. They grow in poor soils, 
embankments, rocky areas, and even in rock retaining 
walls poked into the gaps. 
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Rhoeo - moses in a cradle
Will cope very well with dry conditions, offering great 
foliage colour and that distinctive ground cover that is 
often hard to replicate in poorer soils. Remember these 
can cause allergic reactions (rash) in animals so best not 
to plant them near where your dogs run and play if they 
like to trample through the garden. 

Carpobrotus
This native succulent is seen down at the beach, but 
don’t let that put you off. These will grow successfully 
inland as well and with the massive purple flower why 
not try them out in your garden 

Tradiscantia
Purple hearts is a lovely purple ground cover which will 
require very, very little water. Maybe make a small pocket 
of better soil for it to grow in and mulch well and the 
foliage will be amazing, especially against furcreaes. 
Remember, like Rhoeo, these may produce rashes on 
dogs and other animals. 

Bird of paradise
With the lovely parrot like yellow and orange  flowers, 
perfect for vases and flower arrangements, these 1.5m 
high fleshy leaved plants are extremely durable and 
tough. Remove the dead leaves every six months to 
keep them tidy  

Xanthorrhoea
Grass trees are naturally tough plants... most people have 
problems with them when they try and dig them without the 
right experience. Once planted leave them alone, you don’t 
need to burn them, you don’t need to feed them, just leave 
them be and enjoy them. Very slow growing, so be patient. 
Various heights over time. 

Just because we are 

good  for harsher environments, 

does not mean we don’t enjoy 

some 'loving’ too! 

Feed us when prevailing rains are 

around, and deep layers of mulch 

in the drier times will 

definitely help.


