
G A R D E N  D E S I G N  I S  N O T  
A  S I M P L E  P R O C E S S ,  

I T  T A K E S  H O U R S  O F  T I M E  A N D  
C O N S I D E R A T I O N  O F  N E E D S  T O  

I M P L E M E N T  T H E  C O R R E C T  G A R D E N  
F O R  Y O U  

Even an empty block has aspect, views, borrowed landscape, levels, drainage, soil type, prevailing winds, fences (or none), sun and shade, 
susceptibility to frost, availability of water - and all of these things will affect the type of garden that you will choose and that will flourish. 
The other important task is to assess yourselves - what skills do you have, how much time is available for gardening, what garden style do you 
like, what function do you see the garden having, are you planning a family, do you have a dog or other pets, do you like pottering in the 
garden and mowing the lawn, etc. These things will also help to determine the kind of garden design that will suit your needs. 

L O O K  A R O U N D

1. Firstly, you must measure your property accurately. Measure the side and front boundaries. Measure the width of the driveway. 
Measure the size of the house and the distances from it to the boundaries. You will need these measurements to draw an accurate scale 
drawing of the property. 
2. Make multiple copies of the basic drawing. 
3. On one of the drawings, do a site analysis. Show all buildings (drawn to scale). Draw in where all water pipes, gas pipes, storm water drains, 
power, gas & phone & cable lines go. Show external hot water systems, air conditioning units, heaters, etc. Put in taps. Show changes in level. 
Draw in existing trees. (Measure the diameter of the canopy and put it on the plan as circles drawn to scale). Include trees that are on your 
boundaries but not actually in your yard. The shade they create will affect your garden. Draw in other vegetation, by using smaller circles. 
You must also add things you can’t actually see. Put in a pointer to show which way is north. This will affect where plants are placed and 
where shade will fall. Show where the prevailing winds come from. Show any damp, rocky and frosty areas. Check to see what the soil is like. 
Is there a clay subsoil? Show any tracks where people tend to walk - these are called desire lines and it is best to incorporate them into the 
path design. 
4. Make lists. Firstly make a list of all the things that the garden must contain. This will vary from household to household, but might include - 
clothesline, letterbox, compost heap, place for rubbish bin, dog kennel, shed. 
Secondly make a list of all the things you would like to have in the garden. This list might include - swimming pool, lawn, set of swings, sandpit, 
 BBQ area, climbing tree, putting green, garden pond, pergola, paved area. 
Thirdly list the types of gardens that you like eg. • Formal • Native • Tropical and also the maintenance required.

M A K I N G  P L A N S

EXPERT  

DESIGN  TIPS  

FOR  YOUR  

GARDEN



T H E  D E S I G N

The design must accommodate the essential elements while catering for as many as possible (and feasible - more compromises!) of the 
desired elements. The design must be realistically sustainable within your current and predicted lifestyle. It should complement the style of the 
house and the nature of the neighbourhood and of course your budget! 

T H E  P L A N T S

Successful garden designers choose plants that suit the nature of the site, rather than try to amend the site to suit the plants that they’ve 
chosen. 
• Choose plants that suit your particular climate, you can't change your climate to suit your plants. 
• Look at what grows well in your neighbourhood. 
• Try not to be the “test subject” for every new plant on the market, tried and true plants are this for a reason. 
• Less is more, plant larger numbers of less species of plants 

C H O O S I N G  A  T R E E  F O R  Y O U R  G A R D E N

If you have a small-to-average sized garden, the decisions about what trees to plant are probably the most important landscaping decisions 
you will make. Trees are the skeleton on which the whole garden hangs. 
Trees determine the degree of shade and therefore what other plants can be grown. Trees affect the views, the "borrowed landscape", the 
light inside the house and its energy efficiency. They may affect the integrity of the house foundations and plumbing if the root system is very 
aggressive. They may drop litter and affect allergies. 

When there are so many wonderful trees from which to choose, it is impossible to provide a "what-to-choose" list. Instead, you might like to 
consider is what  you like and what is growing well in your neigbourhood and local area, if it grows well there it should grow well at your 
home. Remember that trees help make the microclimates to protect your lifestlye and your garden. 



It’s important to be aware of the type of soil you have in your garden. If it is very sandy or heavy clay, then only certain plants are likely to 
really thrive. However, all soil types benefit from the addition of lots of organic material. The best source is your own compost made from a 
variety of materials such as leaves, lawn clippings, food scraps and mulched prunings. Improving your soil will increase the range of plants 
that will do well in your garden. 

Soil Type

Water
The type of plants you choose should also be influenced by the availability of water in your area. Some plants are very thirsty and need 
regular watering, others are drought-resistant and survive for long periods without additional water. Your choice of plants should also 
realistically reflect how often you are likely to remember, or be available, to water the garden.  

CHOO S I N G  Y OU R  P L AN T S

Impulse buying is not the best way to shop for plants for your new garden. 
You’ll get much better value for your dollar with a little forethought... consider the following points 

before the trip to the nursery. 

Deciding on the style of garden that you are aiming to achieve is the first step. The major determining factor will be your personal taste. Do 
you like things neat and ordered? formal? native? cottage? riotous? minimalist? It is important to settle on something that you like, that
reflects your personality, that you feel comfortable with and that pleases you daily. Look around your neighbourhood. Visit gardens in the 
Open Gardens Scheme. Look through gardening books and magazines. Decide what you like. This will influence the plants you choose. You 
may also like to decide on a colour scheme for the garden. 

Garden Style

Sometimes the garden style we would like is simply not sustainable because of our lifestyles. We might not have the money, or, as is often 
the case, the time, to maintain a certain type of garden style. 
If you are very busy and find gardening just another chore, then you should realistically go for a low-maintenance style - shrubs that require 
little pruning or small trees and a dense ground cover and or mulch will require little effort. 
If you have a lot of time on your hands and enjoy the tasks of the gardening calendar, then you can pursue the full range of gardening 
experiences, including annuals, bulbs, vegetables and perennials. 

Lifestyle

The best plants for your area are those that are flourishing in the gardens that you admire in your neighbourhood. If it is growing well and you 
love the plant why not have 10? Most people tend to try to have success with evry variety and style know, have a basic rule, if it grows well 
here i will stick to it 

Climate

Before making a big investment in plants for your garden, take time to see which areas are sunny and which are shaded and how this 
changes throughout the seasons.   

Sun / Shade



Before buying plants you should be aware of where they are to go in the garden, 
and don't take what you can't plant in one day. 

If you want to plant a whole yard organise the help required.  

It is the best golden rule to buy more than one of most of the smaller plants. A "one of everything" approach tends to make the garden look 
spotty where as plants placed in groups looks measured and natural. Plants will often spring up around the base of there parents in nature, 
thus forming a group. 

Plant in Groups

P L A C I N G  P L A N T S  I N  T H E  G A R D E N

Once you've selected appropriate plants for the various locations, the most important thing that you will need to know is the mature height, 
and to a lesser extent, the width of the plants. You want to be able to see all your plants, so you don't want one plant to hide any of the others. 
You also want to understand the time it takes to get to full height, remember if your trying to screen out a neigbour it is not a good idea to 
plant a screen of trees that will take 20 years to reach the desired height.  

Mature Height

Before planting the plants, sit them in their pots where they are to go to give you some idea of how they will look. Unless you have chosen a
very formal layout, avoid planting in straight lines. Grouping plants in groups of threes or fives generally looks better that planting in groups of
even numbers. Try to ensure that you have an interesting mix of colours and textures in the foliage of the plants, and break up swathes of
leafy plants with the occasional spiky or grassy clumping plant for interest. 

Placing

A well-considered colour scheme is another way to unify and harmonise a garden. Consider the colour of the flowers and when they appear.  

Colour

M A K I N G  S M A L L  S P A C E S  F E E L  L A R G E R

There are a number of design strategies that can be used to create the illusion of more space. 

The first trick is to cover the boundaries with foliage. 
Depending on the space available this may be achieved with bushy shrubs, trees or structures. 

Cover the Boundaries

Dividing the space is another design ruse often employed to make a small area appear larger. 
The division may be in the form of eg. a latticework screen, a line of trees, shrubs or tall potted plants. Through the dividing screen, the rest of 
the garden can be glimpsed giving the illusion of more area. 

Divide the Space

Using small-leafed plants (but not necessarily small plants) in a small area, gives a greater feeling of spaciousness than using 
plants with large leaves.  

Use Small-leafed Plants

The colours that are chosen are important in small gardens. Avoid a confusion of bright colours which look crowded and busy. 
Soft blues and lavenders suggest distance while hot colours like reds, yellows and oranges bring things closer. 

Use Harmonious Colours

Too much variety creates a feeling of clutter. A simple planting scheme of a few species often works best in a confined area. 

K.I.S.S. (Keep it Simple Stupid)
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